4«6	LfeAGUE AGAINST IMPERIALISM
Mr. S. Gupta's j&ddress.
l'Next to the question of War Danger the piincipal issue on the agenda
of the Congress was the Indian question. The greetings of Nationalist India
was conveyed to the Congress by Mr. Shiva Prasad Gupta the delegate of the Indian
National Congress. In his speech, delivered in Hindi, and clothed in language
more poetical than political, Gupta announced that India xvas fighting for full
independence and added that he hoped that India would reach this goal by non-
violent methods under the leadership of Gandhi. This preface took away a
good deal of realism and seriousness from the concluding part of his speech in
which he stated that if non-violent methods did not give independence he was for
India fighting for it to the last man or as "The Times" correspondent alarmingly
reported, he would incite insurrection. On the third day of the Congress, Shiva
Prasad opened the debate on India. His language was no longer poetical.
Apparently several of the previovs speeches had not failed to impress him. His
attitude on this occasion was different from that on the first day. After describing
the terrible conditions obtaining in India to-day as a result of 150 years of British
Government, Shiva Prasad Gupta declared that the independence of India can be
achieved only by organizing the workers and peasants of India on a political issue
and on the basis of an economic programme and emphasized that this meant
fighting both capitalism and landlordism."
The Leagues1 Call to Lovers of Freedom.
The following was addressed in December 1929 by the Secretaries of the League
against Imperialsm, Berlin to all affiliated and associated organisations   of   the
League Against Imperialism in India, All-India Workers' and Peasants* organisati-
ons, and all sincere anti-Imperialists' organisations : —
"Since the foundation of the League Against Imperialism and for Nationa
Independence at the historic Brussels Congress of Oppressed Peoples in February,
1927, the struggle for national independence in India has steadily grown more
intense, and a sharp differentiation has manifested itself between those whose in-
terests naturally force them towards compromise with British Imperialism and
those classes whose political, social and economic condition demands an un-
compromising struggle for the attainment of full and unlimited freedom and
independence for the broad masses of the Indian people. Almost all important In-
dian organisations have expressed their will to independence in resolutions un-
animously passed at their various Congresses and Conferences. It is sufficient to
recall those of the Madras session of the Indian National Congress, the Jhatia
session of the All-India Trade Union Congress, the Calcutta session of the All-
India Youth League, the Workers7 and Peasants' party, the independence for India
League, the Hindustani Seva Dal, etc.
"All these organisations, realising the necessity of co-ordinating their national
struggle with the international struggle for the complete over-throw of imperialism,
also passed unanimous resolutions in favour of affiliating to the League Against
Imperialism.
"But, while each of these organisations is individually affiliated or associated with
the International League, the> are not co-ordinated in India itself in an All-India
anti-imperialist organisation. In this way, the whole movement for independence
is split up ; there is no uniform programme or policy for conducting the struggle ;
the social, political and economic aims and activities of the various organisations
are conflicting and contradictory and it is, therefore, not possible for any one
organisation to call itself a representative body or to take up the struggle against
imperialism single-handed.
"A few instances may be cited to show the truth of this statement. The
Calcutta session of the Indian National Cong'ess in December 1928 gave the
Government at ultimatum that if Dominion Status were not granted by December
3ist. 1929, the Congress would launch a movement of non-co operation and
work for independence. In other words, the majority of the Indian National

